
Criminal Justice Reform

Under President Obama



Notable Accomplishments 

 DOJ’s "Smart on Crime" Initiative

 Task Force on 21st Century Policing

 Stronger Civil Rights Division 

 Fair Sentencing Act 

 Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 2009

 Death in Custody Reporting Act

 Funding for Body-Worn Cameras

 President Obama’s Clemency Initiative

 Limited the Use of Solitary Confinement and Private Prisons

 Police Data Initiative 

 Data-Driven Justice Initiative

 Hosted 1,000 law enforcement officers from 900+ agencies at the White House



How Many?

Since 1980, the 
number of people 
incarcerated in the 
U.S. has grown by 
nearly 350 percent

Today, the United 
States incarcerates 
more people than 
any other country in 
the world, 



At What Cost?

$80 billion 

For the amount we spend each year to keep people incarcerated 
in America, we could:

 Provide universal preschool for every 3-year-old and 4-year-old in 
America

 Double the salary of every high school teacher in America

 Finance new roads, bridges, and airports; job training programs; 
research and development

 Eliminate tuition at every one of our public colleges and 
universities



“A growing body of research shows that people of color are more likely to be stopped, 

frisked, questioned, charged, detained. African Americans are more likely to be arrested. 

They are more likely to be sentenced to more time for the same crime. And one of the 

consequences of this is, around one million fathers are behind bars. Around one in nine 

African American kids has a parent in prison.

What is that doing to our communities? What’s that doing to those children? Our nation is 

being robbed of men and women who could be workers and taxpayers, could be more 

actively involved in their children’s lives, could be role models, could be community 

leaders, and right now they’re locked up for a non-violent offense.” 

President Barack Obama

NAACP's 106th National Convention, 

July 14, 2015 



Community Trust



Community Trust



Rethinking School Discipline 

No Entry



School to Prison Pipeline

Created 

guidelines to 

ensure that 

School Resource 
Officers are a 

part of the 
solution in 

reducing the 

school-to-prison-

pipeline. 



Raise the Age

Upper Age = 17

(47 States)

Upper Age = 16

(GA, MI, MO, TX and WI)

Upper Age = 15

(NC and NY)

*In 2016, Louisiana and South Carolina “raised the age” to 17 years old.



IMPLEMENTATION MAP 

Task Force on 21st Century 

Policing Recommendations

https://cops.usdoj.gov/Default.asp?Item=2827


Task Force on 21st Century 

Policing Recommendations
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Crisis Intervention Training 

In 2014, at least 25% of 990 police 

involved fatal shootings were 

persons exhibiting some form of 

mental illness 



Fines, Fees & Bail

Ferguson Report

o Number of arrest warrants in 2013 — 33,000 —

exceeded Ferguson’s population of 21,000. Most of 

the warrants were for driving violations

o Between 2011 and 2013 African Americans 

accounted for 95% of charges of jaywalking and 94% 
of all charges of failing to obey a police officer



Body Cameras 

Body Cameras



Better Data is Essential 

More Data 

Audited Data

Timely Data 

Consistent Data



UNIFORM CRIME REPORT

Why is NIBRS Better?
More Offenses

Where Crime Takes Place

When Crime Takes Place

Perpetrator and Victim Characteristics 

National Incident-Based Reporting System 

v. 

Summary Reporting System



Hate Crimes

Approximately 18,000 Police Jurisdictions only 1,700 Reported even 
1



Hate Crimes

Reported hate crimes, 

2015

Reported hate crimes, 

2014

California 1,017 943

New York 515 558

Alabama 12 10

Mississippi 0 1



Police Data Initiative 

 Transparency

 Better Data

 Saves Money 

 Increased Trust



Data Transparency 

 "Police departments understand that if they are going to earn 

the confidence of communities they serve, then they need to 

be accountable and they need to be transparent. The more 

information that police puts out there, the more opportunities 

there are for the public to have that confidence in the police 

department."

— Montgomery County, MD Police Chief Thomas Manger



Data Driven Justice 

 Use of data to identify and proactively break the 

cycle of incarceration by super-utilizers

 Equip law enforcement and first responders with the 

tools they need to respond and divert

 Use of data-driven, validated, pre-trial risk 

assessment tools to inform pre-trial release decisions



The Fair Sentencing Act

August 3, 2010



Prosecutors

“We need to ask prosecutors to use their 

discretion to seek the best punishment, the 

one that's going to be most effective, 

instead of just the longest punishment.” 

President Obama

NAACP’s 106th National Convention

July 14, 2015



Forensic Science

 The President’s 

Council of Advisors on 

Science and 

Technology (PCAST) 

released a report on 

DNA comparison, 

latent fingerprints, 

and bite marks on 

September 20, 2016. 



Diversion

Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD):

Participants were 58 percent less likely to be arrested 
than individuals not participating in diversion programs



Specialty Courts

 Drug Courts

 Veterans Treatment Courts

 Tribal Healing to Wellness Courts

 Family Dependency Treatment Courts

 Mental Health Courts

 Prostitution Courts



Drug Courts

“The criminal justice system plays a vital role not only in 

protecting communities from drug-related crime, but also in 
helping guide those suffering from substance use disorders into 

treatment.”

President Obama 

National Drug Court Month 2012



Entry



Reentry

 Education

 Training

 Treatment



Education

Incarcerated individuals who participate in 

correctional education are 43 percent less likely 

to return to prison within three years 

For every dollar invested in correctional 

education programs, four to five dollars are saved 

on re-incarceration costs



Education

School districts within the federal prison system: programs for 

literacy, high school diplomas and post-secondary education, 

along with expanded opportunities for individuals with learning 

disabilities. 

Second Chance Pell Pilot: Institutions provide Federal Pell Grants to 
12,000 qualified prisoners at more than 100 correctional institutions 

across the country who are eligible for release.



Training

Inmates who worked in prison industries or 

completed vocational apprenticeship programs 

like Federal Prison Industries were 24 percent less 

likely to recidivate than non-program 

participants and 14 percent more likely to be 

gainfully employed.



Treatment: Mental Health and 

Substance Abuse

15 percent of prisoners and 26 percent of jail 

inmates suffer not just from mental health 

problems but from serious psychological 

distress.



Solitary

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjM5OTnq4HRAhUJMyYKHTutCGEQjRwIBw&url=http://officerdowntp.blogspot.com/2015_06_01_archive.html&psig=AFQjCNE59EGUAHE0c6ZyyTI7t_axhMY_jg&ust=1482274034148089


Reentry



Federal Interagency Reentry 

Council

U.S. Department of Justice

U.S. Department of Interior

U.S. Department of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Labor

U.S. Department of Health 

and Human Services

U.S. Department of Housing 

and Urban Development

U.S. Department of 

Transportation

U.S. Department of 

Education
U.S. Department of 

Veterans Affairs

Office of National Drug 

Control Policy

U.S. Social Security 

Administration

Domestic Policy Council

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission

White House Office of Faith-Based 

and Neighborhood Partnerships

Office of Personnel Management

Office of Management and 

Budget

Internal Revenue Service

Federal Trade Commission

U.S. Interagency Council on 

Homelessness

U.S. Small Business 

Administration

Court Services and 

Offender Supervision 

Agency

U.S. Department of Commerce

Consumer Financial 

Protection Bureau

Corporation for National 

Community Supervisor



Legal Aid Interagency Roundtable

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjDp_DVrIHRAhXC5CYKHUeAClQQjRwIBw&url=https://www.un.org/ruleoflaw/blog/portfolio-items/united-states-of-america-legal-aid-interagency-roundtable/&bvm=bv.142059868,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNHgGTZ_F7S_Je3X53RvCzlgai8BHg&ust=1482274353217806


Training & Licensing

 TechHire

 Linking to Employment 

Activities Pre-Release (LEAP)

 Training to Work

 Reduce Licensing Barriers for 

People with Criminal Records

President Obama visits Integrity House, a halfway house in Newark, NJ, 
November 2, 2015.



Federal Ban the Box & 
Fair Chance Pledges

 Final OPM rule (November 30, 2016)

 Over 300 employers have signed Fair Chance Business Pledge, 
including American Airlines, the Coca-Cola Company, CVS Health, 

Facebook, Gap, Google, Hershey, PepsiCo, Prudential, Starbucks, 

Target, Under Armour, Unilever, Walmart and Xerox.

 Over 150 college campuses have signed the Fair Chance Higher 

Education Pledge, including Arizona State University, New York 

University, Rutgers University, State University of New York and the 

University of California System.



Commutations



Commutations


